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engage counsel to prosecute the claims he wished to pursue in this case on behalf of the
estate and next of kin of Lois 1 —— After giving Mr. Nichols time to seek an attorney, the
circuit court granted the appellees’ motion to dismiss the case on the ground that a personal
representative cannot pursue litigation in a Maryland circuit court unless represented by
counsel, because to do so violates Maryland Rule 2-131 (2008) and constitutes the illegal
practice of law. We agree, and shall affirm the judgment of the circuit court.

Statement of Facts and Procedural History

Lois > passed away on May 19, 2005. Her nephew, Mr. Nichols, was appointed
personal representative of her estate. In that capacity, he filed a complaint in the Circuit
Court for Prince George’s County on May 16, 2006, naming as defendants: Charles —
(oneof Leois's s’sbrothers); appellee W ————— (anattorney who had represented

Chorles ); and appellee F ———— ¢ (an attorney who had prepared* Leis s Last
Will and Testament). The complaint sought compensatory and punitive damages from the
defendants, asserting tort claims based upon allegations of intentional misrepresentation,
negligent misrepresentation, and libel, matters outside the jurisdiction of the orphans’ court.
See Md. Code (1974, 2001 Repl. Vol.), Estates and Trusts Article (“E&T”), § 2-102(a). Mr.
Nichols sought no relief in his individual capacity, and asserted all claims on

estate and heirs of Lois .



























